
Rocks claim 11th Class 4A state soccer title  
 
Madison, MS - On Saturday, February 6 in a cold and drizzly rain, the Saint Stanislaus 
Rock-a-chaws successfully defended their Class 4A state soccer championship and 
claimed their 11th overall title in the sport with a 4-0 thrashing of the Ripley Tigers. 
 
The Rocks (15-2-1) dominated the contest from start to finish with 17 shots on goal to 
Ripley's eight. After a little more than 15 minutes of play in the first half, Grant sides 
ripped the net with a shot to give the Rocks a 1-0 lead at the 24:37 mark. About 90 
seconds later, Ethan Jacobi scored with a floating header to push the score to 2-0 with 
23:12 left to play. 
 
In the second half, the Rocks kept the pressure on the Tigers' defense. With 18:45 
remaining in regulation, Sides scored his second goal of the game on a left-footed shot 
to make the score 3-0. The goal was Sides' fifth in the state finals as he scored three in 
2020. 
 
Adam Fuller completed the scoring with a successful penalty kick with 16:48 remaining 
in the game to make the final tally 4-0. 
 
SSC head coach Zach Villarubia commented, "We entered the game with not much 
knowledge of Ripley High School as we were not able to find any film on them. I felt we 
had a solid team compared to them on paper. We were able to keep composure 
throughout the game and we kept the pressure on Ripley. Grant Sides is a very 
instinctual player. He knows where to be and keeps one step ahead. He is not scared to 
take on players. We return a solid junior class and younger players that are hungry to 
make their mark on the program." 
 
With the victory, the Rocks won consecutive titles for the fourth time since 1996 and 
their 11th overall soccer state championship after winning titles in 1996-97, 2003-04, 
2010, 2014-16, 2018 and 2020. In addition, SSC has also played in 14 state finals since 
1996. 
 


